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A Note

This year we are pleased to honor
Charles Dodsley Walker as our 2004 Artist
of the Year. One of the pleasures of hosting
the event is learning so much about people
that have built their lives around the arts,
and it’s exciting to learn about the accom-
plishments and distinguished careers of our
honorees. Please join us on October 9th for
what will be a particularly enriching musi-
cal event.

Our newsletter last month featured the
Fairfield Theatre Company's (FTC) open-
ing. The first play was a great success and
the second, "The Internationalist," ran from
August 11-September 4. If you haven't
attended one of these performances, we
urge you to come out and support the the-
atre next time! We have a great opportunity
to create an arts presence in downtown
Fairfield, and FT'C has lots of ideas for the
future that will incorporate other art forms
and arts groups, including a jazz series.
Let's help them get off to a great start.

As the new state and local fiscal year
opens we would like to thank the Town
of Fairfield for their continued support.
Thanks also to the Arts Division of the CT
Commission on Culture and Tourism for
awarding FAC two grants. The first, an oper
ational support grant, will help meet our
daily expenses and the second, a partner
ship grant, will help kick-off our arts calen-
dar. More about that in the next newsletter.

—Ryan Odinak, Executive Director

Volunteer Focus:
Susan Gold

It didn't take the Fairfield Arts Council long to put Susan Gold to work.
Gold, a longtime Westport resident with impressive public relations know-
how, met FAC director Ryan Odinak in June last year. Excited about FAC's
mission, Gold promised to help with its annual Artist of the Year event.

"l started working the next month," recalls Gold, who wrote press releas-
es and public service announcements, made dozens of media calls and

FAC Web Site is Live!

Check out the new Fairfield Arts Council
web site — www fairfieldartscouncil.org — for
information and news about the Council, relat-
ed arts activities, events and members.The
site’s home page features an announcement
about an important event, as well as mini-pro-
files of FAC arts organizations and business
members. Visitors to the site can also find out
about FAC’s mission and initiatives, member
ship benefits, and a listing of board and advi-
sory committee members. In addition, past
issues of the ArtVoice newsletter and mem-
bership forms can be downloaded.

Coming soon: An online arts calendar that
will highlight upcoming arts events and meet-
ings in Fairfield.

FAC welcomes any suggestions about how
to make the site more responsive to members
and the entire Fairfield community.

Our thanks and appreciation to Night and
Day Design for designing and launching the
site, and to Gayle Erickson of GeE.P Design,
whose work for FAC, including our logo,
newsletter, stationary and membership litera-
ture, is also represented in the site.

FAC Needs Volunteers For:
Database entry
Newsletter Distribution
Mailings
Odd-jobs
General office help
203-319-1419

Susan Gold

helped coordinate the media blitz that generated numerous articles on the

2003 winner, Dave Samuels.

When Odinak concluded that she needed help boosting FAC membership this year, Gold
stepped forward to head the Membership Committee, drawing on her experience working in
membership development for both the Fairfield and Westport Chambers of Commerce.

Gold, a competitive runner, is the Education Coordinator for the Westport Historical Society
and does freelance work in public relations, fundraising for local charitable events and consult-
ing. Despite her busy schedule, her commitment to FAC is unwavering. "l enjoy being part of
the team that makes all of this happen in Fairfield," she says.



Charles Dodsely Walker: 2004 Artist of the Year

Charles Dodsley Walker's first experi-
ences with the community of Southport
came in the 1960s, when he was conduct-
ing Blue Hill Troupe of New York, a theatri-
cal and charitable organization. The troupe
held concerts at Pequot Library about 10
years in a row, and members could always
count on the hospitality of Southport citi-
zens, who hosted parties before and after
the concerts and opened their homes to
those staying overnight.

"l became very enamored of the com-
munity," Walker said. "The community was
very, very friendly to all of us in the troupe.”

His bond with Southport and its citizens
came into play 16 years ago when, after a
dazzling career as an international organ-
ist, Walker became organist and choirmas-
ter at Trinity Episcopal Church. As he has
throughout his career, Walker has distin-
guished himself at Trinity, where he serves
as conductor for three choirs and the
acclaimed Trinity Chorale, which regularly
presents concerts at Trinity with an orchestra.

The Fairfield Arts Council will honor
Walker for his many accomplishments as
its 2004 Artist of the Year. The 28th Artist
of the Year event will be held on Saturday;,
October 9, at Trinity Church, 651 Pequot
Road in Southport. The event will feature
performances by the Trinity Chorale with
guest soprano Jennifer Barron; selections
from Gilbert and Sullivan by Stuart Bevan
and Karen Nielsen Bevan of the Blue Hill
Troupe; Peter Mintun, who will perform a
biography in song; and a special perfor-
mance by Mr. Walker himself. Proceeds
will benefit the Fairfield Arts Council.

Born in Manhattan and raised in Glen
Ridge, NJ., Walker learned to play on the
chapel organ at the Cathedral of Saint John
the Divine, where he caught the ear of
Cathedral organist Norman Coke-Jephcott,
who offered to give him lessons.

"l decided then and there at the age of
12 that this is want [ wanted to do," Walker

said of pursuing a music career. He went
on to study at Trinity College in Hartford
under renowned virtuoso Clarence
Watters, a specialist in the modern French
school.

After more than four years in the Navy,
Walker received his A.M. degree in 1947
from Harvard University.

Shortly thereafter, he became head of
music at Trinity School, followed by three
years as organist and choirmaster at the
American Cathedral in Paris. He then
returned to the United States to become
organist and choirmaster at the Church of
the Heavenly Rest in New York.

One of Walker's earliest accomplish-
ments during his 38 years at Heavenly
Rest was to found the Canterbury Choral
Society, now a 100-member group that has
recelved favorable critical attention for its
Carnegie Hall and Avery Fisher Hall per-
formances of Mahler’s Eighth Symphony.

Walker has also taught in secondary
schools and college. For 24 years, he head-
ed the music department of the Chapin
School in New York; and served on the
faculties of New York University, the Union
Theological Seminary, and the Manhattan
School of Music. He was also dean and
music director for the Berkshire Choral
Institute in Sheffield, Mass., for 10 years.

He served as music director of the Blue Hill
Troupe for 35 years.

"Charlie is state-of-the-art when it comes
to knowledge of many types of music, but
primarily choral," notes Stephen Stout, a
member of the Trinity adult choir and the
FAC advisory board. Walker will often
Intrigue and amuse members with stories
about the composers whose music they are
performing. He is also very good at relat-
ing to the children in Trinity’s two choirs for
young people, said Stout, whose own chil-
dren have been members.

"He crosses that generational divide
pretty darn well."

Artist of the Year 2004
October 9th at 8 p.m.

Trinity Church, Southport, CT
Ticketing courtesy of the Quick Center. Call (203) 254-4010

Not-for-profit Arts
Organization Members

Art/Place

CT Audubon Birdcraft Museum
Connecticut Dance School
Connectivity

Fairfield County Arts Association
Fairfield County Children's Choir
Fairfield Theatre Company

The Gallery of Contemporary Art
Greater Bridgeport Youth Orchestra
Meetinghouse Civic Orchestra
Music for Youth, Inc.

Quick Center for the Arts

Suzuki Music School of Westport
Wednesday Afternoon Musical Club

Business Members

Boston Billiard Club

Christine C. Brady

Carew Travel Consultants

Barbara R. DeTullio, ASID

ELM Landscapes, LLC

Gayle Erickson Graphic Design

Fairfield Gallery & Frame, Ltd.

Fairfield Interiors

Family Holistic Health Care

Geiger's Landscape Architects

Dr. Goldfarb & Dr. Ranno

Great Beginnnings Montessori School

Donald L. Heymann & Co.

Kasson Jewelers

Martha King Voice Studio

Cherril Kolesik Decorative Painting

Ruth Ridgeway Design, Special Event
Decorator

John Schreck

The Pantry

The Westport Inn

The Writers Workshop of Fairfield

Walpole Woodworks Inc.

Zera Musicland

New Individual
Members

Heather Amlin Hamilton
Michael & Barbara Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ball
Joe Bergin

Lisa Black

Lisa & Joav Burger
Nicole Calloway

Gail & Ron Carroll
Rick & Nancy Church
Kit Grenier

Anne Kirsch

Ann Klouman

Jillian Korte

llona & Aaron Levine
Pat & Walter Lohotsky
Phyllis McGrath
Jeanette McMahon
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Torry-Ballou Paintings at the Birdcraft Museum

The Fairfield Arts Council and the 5 =g
Connecticut Audubon Birdcraft Museum
are presenting "A Collection of Paintings
By Anne Torry-Ballou," from September
12 through November 14, 2004 at the
Connecticut Audubon Birdcraft Museum,
314 Unquowa Road, Fairfield, CT.

"The Birdcraft Museum'’s wild bird
sanctuary and intimate gallery provide
an excellent venue for my paintings of
wildflowers and landscapes, because the
environment is very much like the kinds of
places I like to explore to get inspiration for
my work." Ms. Torry-Ballou commented.

A recipient of the 1997 Manhattan Arts
International Award of Merit, and the 1996
Manhattan Arts International Award of
Excellence, Torry-Ballou, is a member of
the Fairfield Art Council and the Westport
Center for the Arts.

An opening reception is planned for
Sunday, September 12, 3-5 p.m. Regular
Gallery hours are Tuesday to Friday, 10-5, Saturday and Sunday, 12-5. For more informa-
tion, call the Fairfield Arts Council at 203-319-1419.

Peer Advisor Network
Offered to Arts

Organizations

The Arts Division of the
CT Commission on Culture &
Tourism (CCCT) is offering arts

arts professionals with exper-
tise in fundraising, marketing,
audience development, strate-
gic planning, board and staff
development, grant writing
and more. Through this new
"Peer Advisor Network," arts
organizations can hire advi-
sors for $100 a day, with CCCT
providing a grant that pays the
balance of the fee. These peer
advisors have been trained to

profit organizational health and

capacity. Arts organizations

may receive up to two days

of on-site support in the form

of individual meetings, group

meetings and/or workshops.
Please pass the word on to

interested in this service. For
more information or to arrange
a meeting with an advisor for
your arts organization, call
Maryann Ott, (860) 566-4770
Y at the Commission office.
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